SW Galoppen and SCOA League Event – Hamptworth 18 April 2010

Planner's Comments

Thank you all for coming to what I think was a successful and enjoyable day. The weather certainly helped!

Courses

The courses were generally well-received and I think provided the right level of    physical and technical challenge in accordance with BO guidelines. I tried to make them as interesting as I could; in the case of the more technical courses, by varying leg lengths, the type of terrain visited and providing as much route choice as possible. 

My enthusiasm for providing challenging courses made the Yellow and Orange  more difficult technically than they often are at other events – but not too difficult I hope, and still within the guidelines. At at least one point however, the Yellow course did require route choice and I should thank Liz Yeadon and Charlotte Thornton for pointing this out - and for producing lots of Smiley faces to encourage Yellow and White runners at this and at other points where encouragement was needed. 

Several runners on the Green course had problems with Control number 6 and/or 7. The route to number 6 was along a not always distinct path around an area of OOB with no clear boundary. It certainly required concentration, and keeping the hill [the only prominent feature in the OOB area] to one's left. The route from 6 to 7  again required concentration to traverse a slope of complex contour detail with few obvious features to navigate by. The key perhaps was to locate and use the steep slope halfway along as a handrail, which it seems from looking at Route gadget, several of you did. Just maybe the map needs looking at again in this area!

A small innovation for a SW Galoppen and SCOA League event was to offer Short Blue and Short Brown courses in addition to the usual courses. My feeling was that this provided more  choice for competitors, whilst reducing the load on the standard courses - without interfering with the league competitions. If you have any views on this, I'd be happy to hear them [enquiries@sarumo.org.uk]

Maps

A very mixed blessing for me and the Sarum organising team was the turnout on the day . The larger than expected numbers were very gratifying but very problematic! It had been my responsibility to order maps and it seems I got the numbers very wrong! When compared with the combined SW Galoppen and SCOA League event this time last year,

I had expected a slightly reduced  turnout  as a result of the Middle Distance Championships in the Lakes this weekend - which attracted several runners from the South.  In spite of this, I  ordered more maps for each course than there were entrants in last year's event, but this was obviously  still not enough. Numbers are very hard to predict! I would hope that 

next time we get the numbers more or less right, but at least have better contingency
plans to deal with a map shortage! 

I would like to thank everyone for their patience on the day, and particularly thank those who so willingly gave up their maps after their runs to allow other competitors to use them. If those who did so would like me to send them a Jpeg copy of their map, I would be more than happy to do so. Simply send me an e-mail to enquiries@sarumo.org.uk stating which course you ran, and I will return the file as an attachment. [If you would prefer a hard copy, e-mail your postal address and I can send one by post. I have some used maps which I can send straightaway. If I don't have one, or you would like an unused map – for which, please say so - I will need to order from the printer, which will take some time.]

Thanks

I would like to thank my Controller, Bernie Fowler who was up at the crack of dawn on Sunday checking controls, my team of helpers who put out the controls on Saturday, and  the Sarum organising team led by Mary and David Nixon, who though small in number [as many club members were in the Lake District],  worked hard and as cheerfully as ever to make the day a success.

Finally, thank you to all for coming, bringing the sun and good humour with you!

Martin Goddard [Planner]                                                                   19 April '10 
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